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guard their homes against raids from the garrison at Plymouth,
and frittered away the summer in besieging that port. The
northern army entered Lincolnshire, and, in spite of Oliver
Cromwell's brilliant success in the skirmish near Gainsborough,
captured that town and Lincoln, Then Newcastle, too, deter-
mined to retrace his steps in order to invest Hull, whence Sir
Thomas Fairfax headed a number of raids in the North and
East Ridings; but the operations before the town were badly
conducted, and after a clashing sortie on it October Newcastle
desisted.
When Charles saw that his strategic plan could not be carried
out he decided to besiege Gloucester* The reasons for his choice
are clearly stated by Clarendon: this was the only garrison the
parliamentarians had between Bristol and Lancashire in the
west, and its capture would give the king full command of
the Severn, which would enable him to supply his troops at
Worcester and Shrewsbury from Bristol; the trade of Gloucester
might yield a substantial revenue; and if it were conquered the
posts in Wales might be joined to the main army. Perhaps
the decisive argument, however, was tlu? expectation that the
governor, Massey, would betray the city, us he had apparently
promised to do. If this had been his intention, the militant
puritanism within the walls caused him to change his mind, and
Charles was successfully defied from 10 August to 5 September,
when Essex's approach forced him to withdraw.
On his return Essex found that the cavaliers had reached
Newhury before him and thus obstructed the road to London*
Dearth of provisions made it essential that he should at once
get into touch with the base of supplies, so he determined to cut
his way through. The first battle of Newbury (ao September)
was bitterly contested all day without a definite outcome. By
nightfall Essex had made slight progress, but the undefeated
royalist army still lay between him and the capital. However,
Charles withdrew™ according tt> one report, because his forces
had exhausted their ammunition, or, according to another, be-
cause they had suffered severely during the unexpectedly fierce
fighting.
The second year of the civil war was coming to an end without
decisive results, Accordingly both sides began to look for out-
side assistance. The king turned to Ireland, the parliamen-
tarians to Scotland* The situation in Ireland had gone from

